- Faith United Methodist Church
1530 Oakdale Avenue
West St. Paul MN 55118
(651) 457-5686
Faithumc@usfamily.net

September/October 2013

Faith Church Presents our

Saturday, October 26
9:00a.m. — 2:00p.m.



Lunch from 11:00a.m. — 1:00p.m.



Come enjoy the day with us as you browse our great
selection of homemade goodies — and our unique
handcrafted items featuring Halloween, Thanksgiving,
and Christmas motifs.
Join us for a lunch of homemade soup together with
a variety of unique salads from which to choose.

Lunch:
ages 13-adult: $8. 00
ages 4-12: $4. 00
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9/3
9/4
9/5
9/7
9/9
9/10
9/11
9/13
9/16
9/17
9/19

9/20
9/21

— June Dahlberg
Sharon Yekaldo
— Jan Kaiser
Ramon Nachtsheim
— Ronald Brummund, Jr.
— Jean Marsh
— Pat Ecker
— Elizabeth Nitti
— Harison Van Siclen
— Dennis Beguhl
— Susanne Short
— Olivia Van Siclen
— Gerald Gross
Amanda Peterson
MariAnne Young
— Ethan Chun
— Marion Johnson
Doug Van Siclen
Doug Watchorn

9/22 — Charles Beardshear
Bob Scopatz
John Scopatz
Taffy Storck
9/23 — Steve Peterson
9/26 — Debra Johnson
9/28 — Victoria Hovey
Josephine Kranz
Claudia Spatafore
Patricia Williams
10/1 — Rebecca Seaquist
10/3 — Bob Cavin
10/6 — Joan Fitch
Randall Schneider
10/8 — Jenifer Stehr
Matthew Spatafore
10/11 — Kim Van Siclen
10/12 — Judy Turk

10/13 — Nicholas Pate
Elliana DeNardo
10/14 — Richard DeNardo
10/15 — Linda Cox
10/16 — Ward Mens
10/17 — Carol Schuldt
Lynn Mens
10/18 — Lori DeNardo
Joshua Pate
Lauren Pate
10/20 — Shawn Knudson
10/23 — Debra Schneider
Jack Groth
10/24 — Richard Root
Nicole Brummund
10/27 — William Kostner
10/29 — Rick Henk
10/30 — Clayton Van Siclen

• If your birthday is missing or listed incorrectly, contact the church office for additions/changes. Happy Birthday, everyone! •

 Greeters: Taffy Storck, Bernice Killian, and Maryanne Maurer
 Liturgists: Bill Bonkowske, Charles Beardshear, Barbara Schroeder, John Kemp,
 Serving refreshments: Judy Turk, and Linda Cox
 Communion Steward: Karen Cohoes
 Assisting with worship: Bill Bonkowske, Marsha Spatafore,
 Dear Donors from Faith UMC, Our sincere thank you for the generous donation of 117 lbs. of
food and garden items you made to us during July 2013. . .and 270 lbs. of garden produce
and food items during August, as well as clothing school bags and winter hats, which are
greatly appreciated . —Neighbors, Inc. Staff and Volunteers
 Thank you to the Narthex painters— Gil Kinnunen, Barbara Schroder, Carol Schuldt, Chip
Schuldt, and Bruce Opp

Did you know… that

Judy Turk and JoAnn Loutsch have been cleaning and

arranging the Fireside Room? Be sure to thank them.
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Steps
on the

Journey
It is October and at this time each year Faith
collects an anniversary offering as a way of
remembering where we have come from and to
thank God for the blessings we have received. It
is a reminder from where we have come from and
how we are invited to reach out beyond ourselves
again.
Since 2011 the anniversary offering has gone
to support the capital campaign for Neighbors’
Inc’s new building. The new building was
necessary for Neighbor’s to continue to be in
ministry to the northern Dakota County area. It is
one of the joint ministries we do with other
churches, individuals and businesses in the area.
All of the churches in the area were asked to
make a pledge for the capital campaign. The
leadership of Faith took this request very seriously
and at the congregational meeting in January,
2011recommended we financially support the
capital campaign. We, as a congregation decided
that our pledge would be $9,000 paid over 3 to 5
years. We were one of the few churches in the
community to make a pledge. We have raised
about half of our pledge. It would be wonderful
to be able to pay off our pledge this year.
You might ask what difference Neighbor’s
makes in our community. In October, 2010
before moving, Neighbor’s was able to help 254
families with groceries. In October 2012 one year

after the move 445 families were assisted. In July,
2013 (the last month there is statistics available)
474 families were aided.
The need continues and the new building
makes being of assistance easier. There is space
for the various programs, staff can have offices
not the corners of hallways and people can be
helped with dignity and privacy.
Neighbor’s will continue to be a ministry
outreach focus of Faith Church. We will continue
to collect food, coats, school supplies, money.
We will continue to have members of the
congregation volunteer there.
We will remember that once upon a time a
small group of people listened to God’s voice and
began a congregation that became Faith United
Methodist Church. Today will continue to listen
to God’s voice and reach beyond our walls to help
all of God’s children have enough to eat and a
place that treats them with respect and dignity in
their difficult times.
Be prayerful. Be generous. Be thankful.

Peace in Christ,
Gail
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Congregational Care Concerns:

Prayer Concern:

 Fred Dick had surgery and is now at home

Old Salem Shrine (Little White Church) was
vandalized on Saturday, September 28. The
front door was broken in and shattered, and a
ladder had been extended into the steeple
area, but the bell was not removed. Everything
in the sanctuary was shattered; all lanterns in
the sanctuary are either destroyed or gone,
including those hanging from the ceiling. The
organ was opened up but still appears to work.
The sconces behind the pulpit were torn apart.
Fortunately the windows were not broken. The
insurance company has been contacted, and
plans are being made for what is needed next
in the way of help and many volunteers. More
information will be forthcoming once a plan is
set. Stay tuned…..
—Jill Lewis 651.552.8586

 Bea Mens has been moved into hospice care

Ongoing Concerns: (these will be listed for 3 months
and then removed. If you wish for them to remain on the list
longer, please contact the church office.)
 Benjamin Brummund, son of Ron Brummund,

Jr., continues to struggle with health problems.
 Vi Rabe, Marianne Young’s mother, in hospice.

Concerns beyond our doors:
 Those separated from family
 Those living with degenerative conditions
 Those who are hungry
 Those who have lost jobs or their homes
 Those who struggle due to natural disasters
 Those who grieve
 Those who are uncertain about the future

Money Pot Donations
 The Money Pot welcomes your

♥

change! If you have loose change,
take it off your hands on Sunday or
any time during the week and support the
offering of the month. In October, Money Pot
donations go to support Capital Campaign for
Neighbors, Inc. Our donations for September
supported Imagine No Malaria.

Prayer Partners for 2013-2014
Liz Chun is setting up the prayer partners for this
year— children are paired with an adult prayer
partner from our congregation who prays for
them, and actively works to help them feel at
home in the church community. Prayer partners
are encouraged to send Christmas/birthday cards
to the youth they are assigned to. In spring will
be a gathering of the prayer partners and the
children to celebrate their new friendships. If
you would like to volunteer to pray for one of
the children in Sunday School for this school
year, please talk to Liz Chun, 651-453-1999.

The Prayer Chain is active. If you have a prayer concern, contact Esther Craine at
651-457-6959. Please also contact the pastor so she knows what is going out over the
prayer chain. If you wish to be involved in this ministry please speak with Pastor Gail.
Hospital Calls: If you learn someone is hospitalized, please contact the church office or Pastor
Gail. With new privacy laws, hospitals no longer call when a member is admitted. We would
rather have several calls telling us of someone’s hospitalization than not to know. Thank you.

Remember to pick up the NEWEST issues of the devotional publications: The Upper Room (regular
or large print), Alive Now, & Pockets. These booklets are found on the table by the parking lot door.
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Great Neighbors Duck Race
October 5, 2013

dif·fer·ence
dif·fer·ence /ˈdɪfərəns
/ˈdɪfərəns // [dif-er-uhns]
[dif-er-uhns]

Day of Service and Potluck —October 13
On Sunday, October 13 we will have our next day
of service and potluck. On that Sunday we will be
tying quilts for a battered women’s shelter, making
cards for mobile meals, filling shoeboxes for
“Shoebox Christmas” in the Dakotas and making
birthing, health and school kits.

The Great Neighbors Duck Race will take place soon!
Delbert has been working hard to get each and every
duck ready for the race. The ducks have been training
hard to be the best they can be for their adopters! With
the exciting things
happening this
year, you can see
an extra pep in
their waddle:
 Duck Store 
Live Entertainment
 Duck Mascot 
VID (Very Important
Duck) Party  Fun
Games for Kids! 
Duck Tattoos 
Duck Pond  Duck
Races  Food
And More!!!


$5 per duck
adoption /
$25 Family Fun
Pack (5 ducks)

To adopt a duck or
ducks, please see
Karen Cohoes or
Marti Kemp.

We need your help to make this work. Between now
and the 13th please bring any of the following items
to church: for the kits - receiving blankets (28x28
or 32x32), small soap (1-2 oz.), gallon sealable bags,
hand towel (15x25 to 17x27), wash cloth, comb,
metal nail clipper or file, hand soap (3 oz or larger),
toothbrush, bandages, blunt scissors (not plastic),
pads of paper, pencil sharpener, 30 centimeter ruler,
pencils and crayons (24 count). Bring these items to
the church and leave either by the money pot or
outside Pastor Gail’s office.
Also this year we will be participating in Shoebox
Christmas for the Children of the Harvest/Spirit Lake
Ministry in the Dakotas. This ministry works with
Native Americans on the 5 reservations (Pine Ridge,
Rosebud, Enemy Swim School in South Dakota and
Spirit Lake and Turtle Mountain in North Dakota).
To start, wrap the bottom and top of a cardboard or
plastic shoebox separately, this allows volunteers to
insert the story of Jesus’ birth. Ask children in your
life what they would like for Christmas. Add one of
their suggestions, a few small gifts, candy, a winter
hat, mittens or scarf. Place a rubber band around
the closed box, write the child’s age group and gender on the box top using the following categories:
Toddler, 3-5, 6-8, 9-11,12-14, 15 and up. If you need
a box, pick one up outside Pastor Gail’s office. If you
prefer, just bring items and we will assemble boxes
on the 13th.
If you have any questions please talk to Bonnie Dick
or Pastor Gail.

♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥ ♥
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Clean Up Days on October 12 & 19
Robert Corin Morris

1. Relax with a few deep breaths, using the rhythm of
your breathing to center your awareness here, now, in
the present moment.
2. Intentionally open yourself to the flow of the Spirit of
God through your heart, mind, and body. Many people
use the image of breathing the Breath of Life or sitting
surrounded by the Light of God.
3. Envision the entire planet before you, as we have all
seen it through the eyes of the astronauts. You may
choose to be realistic in your envisioning, using all your
senses to imagine the earth's dappled blue oceans,
rust-red-green continents, dazzling polar ice caps, and
swirling cloud formations. Or you may prefer to see the
whole planet more symbolically— as a political map,
for instance, or by imagining differing populations of
flora, fauna, and people.
4. Envision the whole planet being bathed in a visual
symbol of God's compassionate love for all creatures
—a great Light that streams from above or with a
strong but gentle Wind that bathes, moves, cleanses,
nourishes, and heals. Let this Light or Wind envelop
you also and join your own caring compassion with
the flow of the Spirit's intercession for the world.
5. Affirm the living "communion of saints" who care, pray,
and work for the good of the world by imagining dots
of light appearing like small stars all over the world.
Let these lights connect into a web of light that girdles
the globe, reminding you that your prayer joins a tide
of prayer already happening.
6. You may wish to "zoom in" on particular situations or
locations, moving imaginatively into a place where
there is need or trouble. In each case, envision the difficulty sufficiently to be in touch with it but let your focus
be on the Spirit, Light, or Wind that is moving through
the situation ....
7. Conclude with the vision of the planet from space and
a short verbal affirmation of your intention that "God's
will be done on earth as it is in heaven." Offer the prayer
with all its images and feelings to God as you understand God. Let it go into the divine Compassion.
From Wrestling with Grace: A Spirituality for the Rough Edges of Daily Life by Robert
Corin Morris. Copyright © 2003 by the author. Used with permission of Upper
Room Books.

We will gather on the Saturday mornings of
October 12 and 19 to do some cleaning
around the church. We will begin around
9:00 a.m. and work most of the morning. We
will work both inside and outside. If you can
come for an hour or more please join us.

2
s
Men’s Breakfast
The Men’s Breakfast Group
will meet on the Saturdays
of 9/28, 10/12, 10/26, &
11/9 at the Fireside
Lounge, 1288 South Robert
Street starting at 8:00am.
All men are welcome to
join us! For more information, please contact
Bill Short at bill.short@ci.white-beartownship.mn.us or 651-552-0736.

Faith Garden Project Update
As of the end of August, our garden has produced
118 pounds of food, 72% of
our output for 2012. We have
two months of harvesting to
surpass last year’s record,
which seems likely.
The garden includes red-leaf
amaranth, cabbage, cucumbers, onions, peppers, beans,
& tomatoes. —Gil Kinnunen
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September 22 — 18th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 8:18-9:1; Psalm 79; I Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13
Sermon Title: “Being Faithful”
Greeter: Pat Giorgini
Lay Reader: Bob Scopatz
Fellowship Time host: Paul & Pat Williams

September 29 — 19th Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 32:1-3,6-15; Psalm 91; 1 Timothy 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31
Sermon Title: “Buying a Field”
Greeter:
Lay Reader: Caroline Pippert
Fellowship Time host: Paul & Pat Williams

October 6 — World Communion Sunday — Sacrament of Holy Communion
Scripture Readings: Lamentations 1:1-6; Psalm 137; 2 Timothy 1:1-14; Luke 17:5-10
Sermon Title: “Who Believed Before”
Greeter: Taffy Storck
Lay Reader: Ann Beardshear
Fellowship Time host: Laurel Venhuizen

October 13 — 21st Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7; Psalm 66; 2 Timothy 2:8-15; Luke 17:11-19
Sermon Title: “Seeking Welfare”
Greeter:
Lay Reader: Marsha Spatafore
Fellowship Time host: Lynn Bonkowske

October 20 — 22nd Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 31:27-34; Psalm 119; 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5; Luke 18:1-8
LAITY SUNDAY
Greeter:
Lay Reader: Carol Schuldt
Fellowship Time host: Linda Cox

October 27 — 23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Scripture Readings: Joel 2:23-32; Psalm 65; 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18; Luke 18:9-14
Sermon Title: “Standing Before God”
Greeter:
Lay Reader: Tim Pippert
Fellowship Time host: Roxanne & Greg Napier
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Sun. 9/15

Mon. 9/16
Wed. 9/18
Sun. 9/22

Mon. 9/23
Wed. 9/25
Sat. 9/28
Sun. 9/29

Tues. 10/1
Wed. 10/2
Thurs. 10/3
Sun. 10/6

9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
10:00a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
3:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
Mon. 10/7
10:00 a.m.
Wed. 10/9
4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Thurs. 10/10 11:00 a.m.
Sat. 10/12
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
Sun. 10/13
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
Mon. 10/14 10:00 a.m.
Wed. 10/16 7:00 p.m.

Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Adult Sunday School
Craft Group
Stewardship Committee
Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation
Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Adult Sunday School
Craft Group
Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation
Men’s Breakfast
Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Adult Sunday School
Inviting Team
Choir Rehearsal
Confirmation
Balcony Team
Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Adult Sunday School
Craft Group
United Methodist Women
Confirmation
Choir Rehearsal
Mobile Meals
Men’s Breakfast
Clean Up Day
Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Day of Service & Potluck
Craft Group
Choir Rehearsal

Sat. 10/19
Sun. 10/20

Mon. 10/21
Wed. 10/9
Sat. 10/26

Sun. 10/27

Mon. 10/28
Wed. 10/30

Sun. 11/3

Mon. 11/4
Wed. 11/6

Thurs 11/7

Sat. 11/9
Sun. 11/10

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
11:20 a.m.
6:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
9:45 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
10:50 a.m.
Mon. 11/11 10:00 a.m.
Wed. 11/13 4:30 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
Thurs. 11/14 7:00 p.m.
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Clean Up Day
Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Adult Sunday School
Outreach Committee
Craft Group
Confirmation
Choir Rehearsal
Men’s Breakfast
Fall Bazaar
Soup & Salad Luncheon
Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Adult Sunday School
Craft Group
Worship Committee
Confirmation
Choir Rehearsal
Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Adult Sunday School
Craft Group
Board of Trustees
Confirmation
Choir Rehearsal
Mobile Meals
Finance Committee
Church Council
Men’s Breakfast
Worship
Sunday School for
Youth & Children
Fellowship Time
Adult Sunday School
Craft Group
United Methodist Women
Confirmation
Choir Rehearsal
Staff Parish Relations Cmte.
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Thanks to everybody who donated to and
worked at the garage sale. I need to have a
special thanks go out to JoAnn Loutsch who
folded and sorted all of the clothing and kept
them so neat until the day of the sale, and special thanks to Laurel Venhuizen who did all the
food, and added the money to the garage
sale amount. Also to Colleen Spadaccini for
assisting Laurel in making the caramel rolls for
Friday morning. Then there is Barb Schroeder
who sorted all the books to make finding the
right one easier.
The following names listed are the people
I know who worked the sale: Roxanne & Greg
Napier; Colleen Spadaccini; Karen Cohoes;
Bonnie Dick; Barb Schroeder; JoAnn Loutsch;
Judy Turk; Judy Pfenning; Carol Schuldt; Dawn
Kinnunen; Lynn Bonkowske; Jeff Cox; Jeff Cox
Jr; Dawnetta Isaacson and Susan Filter. If I have
missed anybody, please let me know. Without
this group of helpers the sale would not have
been possible. We deposited $1,407.75.
THANK YOU ALL!!!

“ Help Wanted ”

Help Wanted! The Basket Sale fundraiser is right
around the corner on Saturday, November 16.
We need “new” items & baskets; also we
need help assembling until Nov. 16. Come
Tuesday evenings starting at 6:00 p.m. and
stay to help assemble baskets as long as you
want. For more information, contact Judy Turk,
651-343-8027 or Lynn Bonkowske, 651-455-6542.

Neighbor’s Volunteer Opportunities!
Enjoy having a driver’s license? Volunteer drivers are needed to take neighbors to their
local medical or dental appointments. Rides are scheduled in advance on weekdays based on the
volunteer’s availability. As a volunteer driver you will make a difference in the life of a neighbor who does
not have access to reliable transportation. Mileage reimbursement is available. Neighbors also carries
volunteer liability insurance.
A better way to spend your weekend! Volunteer in our thrift store called the Clothes Closet! Volunteers sort and organize clothing donations and help families shop for clothing items. As a volunteer, you can
make it possible for a child to get a new outfit for school, for a person to find a suit to wear for a job interview, or for a family to receive clothing essentials that were lost in a house fire. If you enjoy discovering new
clothing treasures, this is the opportunity for you! Shifts included Friday of Saturday afternoons from 1:004:00 p.m. To volunteer or learn more, CONTACT: intern@neighborsmn.org or call 651-306-2145
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Dessert First
Celebrating God’s
Blessings
Handling money

is a creative act, a work
of art. While we intend something beautiful, we
always risk creating disaster instead. Either way,
we set economic activity in motion. We hold this godlike thing in our hands. In choosing our intentions for money—whether good or bad—we must first decide whether or not money will rule us
(Mark Vincent, A Christian View of Money, Herald Press, Scottsdale, 1999, p. 23).

Money has power.

Money can be used to purchase weapons of destruction or feed the
hungry, to build missiles or a homeless shelter. Our decisions about money can put us deeply
into debt, making us slaves to monthly bills and obligations. Our decisions about money can also
liberate us, enabling us to find pleasure and meaning in what we purchase and support. In The
Spirituality and Giving Project, thousands of people around North America were surveyed concerning their giving habits. Those who gave 10 percent or more of their income to God’s work through
the church consistently reported they felt great satisfaction from giving and that their lives had
been blessed as a result. The blessings were not always financial, but they were always real.
Figure out how much you give by dividing what you give by either 52 or 12 depending on whether
you give weekly or monthly. You will get the percentage of your income you give to Faith Church.
This may help you in thinking about your own giving to the church.

Take time for prayer and ref lection.

Below is a prayer to help you.
Prayer: Lord, help us handle money in creative, positive ways. Rather than being enslaved
by financial decisions, set us free to live meaningful lives and to give generously. Amen.
Bring the full tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in my house, and thus put me to
the test, says the Lord of hosts; see if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down
for you an overflowing blessing.
Malachi 3:10
Adapted from © 2001 Ecumenical Stewardship Center. Produced by and for churches in Canada and the U.S.A.
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Worship Schedule
Please join us this Sunday
for worship, study and fellowship:
Worship: 9:30 a.m.
 Youth & Children’s Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.
 Fellowship time: 10:30 a.m.
 Adult Sunday School: 10:50 a.m.


May the nations praise you, O God.
Yes, may all the nations praise you.
Then the earth will yield its harvests,
and God, our God, will richly bless us.
Psalm 67:5-6

NLT

Coming October 26
Annual Bazaar
and

Soup & Salad
Luncheon

“First Sunday of the Month
Food Drive”
The first Sunday of each month
we invite you to bring canned
and non-perishable goods for the
Neighbors’ Food Shelf. As we are
fed at communion, we are invited
to feed others. Current needs are:
peanut butter, jelly, pancake mix,
syrup, toilet tissue, beef stew, chili,
& Hamburger Helper. Monetary
gifts are also welcome.

FAITH IN ACTION is published monthly by Faith United Methodist Church, 1530 Oakdale Ave., West St. Paul MN 55118
(651) 457-5686 office; Email: faithumc@usfamily.net DEADLINE: the 15th of each month, unless otherwise noted.
Editor reserves the right to edit for content and space. Visit us at www.faithumcmn.com

