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I
We hope in this time you will experience God’s love and grace.

Gathering and Praise
Choral Call to Worship
“Be Still and Know”
FWS #2057 (sing twice)
Be still and know that I am God. Be still and know that I am God.
Call to Worship
One:
Many:
One:
Many:
One:
Many:

Early each morning, God waits to greet us with joy and wonder.
We awake to find ourselves enveloped in grace.
During the day, Jesus comes to invite us to serve.
We rise from our work and leisure to bring healing and hope to others.
In the shadowed evenings of our fears and worries, the Spirit is with us.
The Light of life is shines on us in every moment of every day.

*Hymn of Praise

Sing or listen to a song of your choice

Call to Reconciliation
One:

God longs for us to sit by the still waters of love, but we are too busy stirring up
trouble with our actions, with our words, with our inability to be God's children. Let us
bring our prayers to the One who will restore us with goodness and mercy, as we pray
together, saying,

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness
Many:

Like Cinderella, Loving God, we sit in the ashes of our hopes, but you see us
as your beloved children. We pay strict attention to all who break the rules, but
ignore the grace which is poured out upon us. We try to box you in with
boundaries we can manage, but you continue to burst forth to bring newness
into the world.
Have mercy on us, God of forgiveness, and open our eyes to your presence
among us. As you look at our hearts, may we see others in a different way, not
as enemies or strangers, but sisters and brothers of the same family, kin to
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Silence is kept
Assurance of Pardon
One:
Many:

The Spirit of the Lord has come upon us, bringing hope, life, and forgiveness for each
person.
Now we will go forth as God’s children, sent to bring the good news to everyone
we meet. Amen.

Proclaiming the Word
Prayer of Illumination
Epistle Witness
Ephesians 5:8-14
Gospel Witness
John 4:5-42
Contemporary Witness
“Looking for Someone to Blame”
Rev. Gail Alexander
(See "Sermon Notes" on page four of this document.)

Responding to the Word
Prayer Hymn

“Jesus, Remember Me”
UMH #488 (sing twice)
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.

Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Many:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Hymn of Discipleship
Benediction

Sing or listen to a song of your choice

— Worship is over. The service begins. —
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Sermon Notes
“Looking for Someone to Blame”
Ephesians 5:8-14 & John 9:1-41
Spend time reading the Scriptures and then think about the following comments and questions.

Have you ever blamed someone for something that wasn’t their fault or have you been blamed for
something that wasn’t your fault. How did it feel?
In John’s gospel the story is about who is to blame. At the beginning and end of the story there is a
great deal of concern about the matter of sin. How would you describe sin?
Count the number of times the word “know” is used in John. How do you know something?
The Pharisees in John push the “blind” man toward faith. Have you ever been pushed into faith?
If so, what did you do?
Note what Jesus is in and out of the story. Note Jesus reappears just at the moment the blind man is
cut off from the synagogue, his family, his tradition and his community. When and where have you
found a community when you thought you were cut off from everything you knew.
In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians there is a great deal of talk about light and dark. What do those
words mean to you? How do you experience light and dark?
When you are in a situation that is contrary to the way you think things should be done, as a person
who cares about others what do you do?
The light Paul talks about is a gift from God. To say believers exist in the light is to say something
about God. The light strengthens and enables us who live within it. We are no longer helpless and
alone. We are creating community.
How can we create and maintain community when we physically cannot be together?

