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_
We hope in this time you will experience God’s love and grace.

Gathering and Praise
Prelude
Choral Call to Worship

“Come, Little Children”

W&S 3055 vv. 1-2

Come, little children, to the silent manger. Come, little children, see the mystery.
Come, little children, to the little stranger. Come, little children, to nativity.
Come, little children, to the little brother. Come, little children, hear the baby cry.
Come, little children, see the Mary mother. Come, little children, see the star on high.

Call to Worship
One:

Many:
One:

Many:
One:

Many:
One:

Many:

Not in the mighty places of power,
but in little Bethlehem,
in a room out back:
The Messiah is coming.
Not born in nobility and wealth,
but of Mary and Joseph,
who pondered and planed wood:
The Messiah is coming.
Not announced by prophets, priests, and kings,
but by two women,
who were the first to know:
The Messiah is coming.
Nothing will be impossible for God,
but when and where we least expect it,
look among the straw and the stars:
The Messiah is coming.

*Hymn of Praise

“To a Maid Engaged to Joseph”

UMH 215

Opening Prayer
Many:

Gracious God,
Your vision of peace and wholeness
comes to us in sweeping revelations
and in tiny signs of hope.
Kindle our hearts that we may be a hopeful people
Keep us from growing weary of waiting
lest we miss the glory of your appearing.
Even so, come quickly, O God. AMEN.

Special Music
Lighting of the Advent Wreath
One:

Many:

HOPE (Based on Psalm 80)
[Light one candle on the wreath]

We light our first Advent candle, a symbol of Hope.
Like a single candle lit in the darkness,
hope can sometimes be a fragile, flickering thing…
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

One:

Many:
One:

Many:
One:

Many:

In a world that sometimes feels like there is no hope,
in a year that sometimes feels like all hope has been lost,
stir up your might, O God, and come to save us!
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
God, we trust that you are with us,
fanning our flicker of hope into a flame that can light up the whole world.
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.
Let us never turn away from you,
let us proclaim the truth to the ends of the earth,
we have hope because God is with us!
Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved.

Song

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

Adapted; tune UMH 211
O come, O Come, Emmanuel, help us our story of hope to tell:
Into the darkness of the night a child will come to bring eternal light!
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel… Our story to the world, we will tell.


A Time for Children

Proclaiming the Word
Prayer of Illumination
Scripture Reading
Hymn of Preparation
Sermon

“His Eye Is on the Sparrow”
“Do Not be Afraid to Hold Hope”

Luke 1:28-45
 FWS 2146
Rev. Marianne Ozanne

Responding to the Word
Affirmation of Faith
Joys and Concerns
Pastoral Prayer
The Lord’s Prayer
Many:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Gathering of our Tithes and our Offerings

UMH 882

The Doxology

UMH 94
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise him, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia!
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts!
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Many:

You deliver us, O God,
from exile, separation, and despair
into communion with each other, with you, and with your good news.
We thank you for all that draws us close together,
astounding us with lives transformed by gratitude.
Accept our gifts as signs of our gratitude for what you give us every day
and as honor to your presence in our world; for the sake of those
who stand in need and Jesus Christ, who saves us. Amen.

Closing Hymn
Benediction
Choral Benediction

“Hope of the World”

UMH 178

“The King of Glory Comes”

 FWS 2091

(Refrain): The King of glory comes, the nation rejoices.
Open the gates before him, lift up your voices.
1. Who is the King of glory; how shall we call him?
He is Emmanuel, the promised of ages. (Refrain)
2. In all of Galilee, in city or village,
he goes among his people curing their illness. (Refrain)
3. Sing then of David’s son, our Savior and brother;
in all of Galilee was never another. (Refrain)

Postlude

— Worship is over. The service begins. —
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Liturgy citation:
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